Historical

down, one loses the connection, and the title and index are
not seldom concealed in the middle of the book.

LUDWIG BORNE,   1829-1834

Because the German Empire was rotten and lethargic, and
because the Germans had fallen away from God and from
liberty, God has allowed the Empire to fall asunder. For a
season "He has given the angels of Satan power," so that
they smite Germany with their fists ; "He has given power
to principalities and powers and the rulers of the darkness
of this world" (Ephes. vi.) so that they have afflicted the
burgess and the peasant, and have sucked their blood, and
they work their wicked will upon all who love righteousness
and liberty better than wickedness and slavery.

GEORG BUCHNER,   1834

German History as Tragedy

What a Tower of Babel is here to rebuke us for tragical
deeds!

And verily much has occurred: how is it that nought has
been done?

AUGUST  COUNT VON  PLATEN-HALLERMUNDE,  1834

Our cosmopolitanism is after all conditioned by the artless
course followed by our history; but in what did this artless
course originate, save in the constitution of our own nature?
And this will always remain the same!

FRIEDRICH HEBBEL,   1839-1840

It is very true that we Germans are not in harmony with
the history of our nation. But what is the reason? It is
because this history was ineffectual, without result; because
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